Concept Implementation Ceremony at Khulna Engineering University
School:

The Awareness Center (AWC) team held an informative and engaging concept implementation
program on 04 October 2023, at Khulna Engineering University School. This program aimed
to encourage teachers and students for their participatory activities in waste management. The
event started promptly at 9:30 AM, and was presided over by Prof. Rafizul Islam, Project
Director, SCIP Plastics Project.

During the program, the Institute for Social-Ecological Research (ISOE) team was represented
by Dr.-Ing. Martin Zimmermann, Head of the Research Unit Coupled Infrastructures; Jonathan
Pillen, M.Sc., Research Scientist and Michaela Rohrbach, M.Sc., Research Scientist. The
Waste Management Committee of KUET Schools was represented by their teachers, including
Aysha Siddika, Headmaster; Tuhin Suvro Paul, Asst. Headmaster; Md. Razib Khan Raza,
Assistant Teacher; S M Shamsuddoha Shumon, Assistant Teacher; Khurshida Jahan, Assistant
Teacher; Mohammad Abul Hasan,  Assistant Teacher; Abdul Matin, Assistant Teacher and
Md. Belal Hossain, Headmaster, Khulna Engineering University School, Khulna (Primary
Section). From the Awareness Center Md. Mahmudul Hasan, Assistant Director (Board of
Directors), Sheikh Enjamamul Haque, Head of Awareness Centre; Ankon Singh, Secretary of
Awareness Centre; Fahima Akter, Environmental Education Assistant/ Trainer, and S. M.
Nahin Rahaman, Communication Designer joined the program. Additionally, around twenty-
five students from the Students’ Waste Management Volunteer Team participated in the
program.

At the commencement of the program, a group
of enthusiastic students gathered to showcase
their ideas through a visually stunning poster
presentation. This presentation was conducted |
in the presence of a delegation of German
experts, who were invited to observe and
appreciate the students’ hard work and
dedication. The students were confident and
articulate in their delivery, captivating the
attention of the audience and leaving a lasting
impression.

During the program inauguration, Professor
Raziful expressed his gratitude to all
participants, particularly the German delegates
from the ISOE team for attending. He addessed
the question "Why are we in school?" and
emphasized the significant role that students
play in raising awareness and advocating for
solutions to future environmental problems.
Afterward, he requested Enjamamul to present
a comprehensive overview of the program,
including a concise summary of the project's
inauguration and the Awareness Centre. Students Sharing Their Opinions




Following the event, the speaker emphasized the importance of hearing the students' thoughts
and opinions regarding the project. The students expressed their heartfelt gratitude for the
opportunity to be a part of such a meaningful initiative. They articulated how the previous
workshop had taught them invaluable lessons on how to take care of the environment, reduce
plastic usage, and implement effective reuse and recycling practices. The students further
elaborated on how they plan to apply these lessons in their daily lives, and how they can
encourage others to do the same.

Then Professor Rafizul invited Tuhin Suvro Paul to take the floor and share his thoughts. In
his speech, Tuhin recognized that plastic is an essential material in our day-to-day lives, but he
also pointed out the adverse effects that plastic waste is having on our environment. He
explained that it is our responsibility to take action and reduce the use of plastics. As a way
forward, Tuhin suggested that the campus should aim to become plastic-free, and he
emphasized that this would require a collective effort from everyone. He also highlighted that
it is essential to educate and raise awareness among students about the importance of
responsible plastic use. Finally, Tuhin concluded his speech by encouraging everyone to take
small but meaningful steps towards reducing plastic use.
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Teachers from KUET Schools Delivering Their Speech

After that, Professor Rafizul asked Jonathan Pillen to share his insight. Jonathan began by
expressing his admiration for the students who presented their ideas on the subject, highlighting
their impressive creativity and the quality of their colorful presentation. Pillen then went on to
emphasize the crucial role that students can play in sustainable waste management systems. He
explained that students have a unique ability to collaborate with their peers in finding
innovative and sustainable solutions to the challenges of waste management.



During the program, Razib Khan Raza spoke and expressed his gratitude to Professor Rafizul.
He acknowledged the active participation of the students in the activities and praised their
interest and concern in waste management, particularly in using the source-separated bin. He
also highlighted that their efforts inspire other students to follow suit and become more
conscious about proper waste disposal.

Professor Rafizul expressed his gratitude for Razib's speech, and Dr. Martin was subsequently
invited to share his valuable insights on the topic at hand. During his speech, he delved deeper
into the issue of litter-free streets, drains, and rivers, emphasizing that this is not just a dream,
but a goal that can be achieved through collective effort. Dr. Martin stressed the importance of
environmental awareness in achieving this goal, and outlined three key factors that are
necessary for achieving sustainability - knowledge, feeling, and action. He noted that capacity
is essential, and that people need to have the necessary knowledge to be able to tackle the
problem of plastic waste. This includes understanding how to dispose of waste properly, and
avoiding the use of single-use plastics.

German Delegates Sharing Their Thoughts

In addition to knowledge, opportunity is also crucial. Dr. Martin highlighted that people need
to have the opportunity to make better environmental choices, such as having access to
recycling facilities, and being able to purchase environmentally-friendly products. He also
stressed the importance of motivation, and having a clear vision of what can be achieved. In
this case, the vision is that Khulna can become a clean and green city in the near future. In
conclusion, Dr. Martin emphasized that the future is shaped by present activities, and that by
taking action now, we can work towards a cleaner and greener future. He encouraged everyone
to work together towards achieving this goal, and to make a conscious effort to be more
environmentally aware in their daily lives.

Prof. Rafizul then requested Ayesha Siddiga to take the floor. Ayesha Siddiga began her speech
by expressing her sincere gratitude for the opportunity to be a part of the SCIP Plastics Project.
She went on to state her aspirations for her school to lead the way in promoting a green campus
by actively practicing the 3Rs - reduce, reuse, and recycle. Ayesha Siddiga then took the time
to recognize and appreciate the students for their active participation, excellent idea-sharing,
and impressive poster presentations. She acknowledged their hard work and dedication towards
the project and emphasized the importance of their contributions.

Moreover, Ayesha Siddiga expressed her heartfelt appreciation towards the project for its
infrastructural assistance, which will help her school to achieve its goals of promoting a
sustainable environment. She thanked everyone involved, including the organizers and the
participants, for making the event a success.



Finally, Professor Rafizul expressed his hope that the students would work together with the
Knowledge Transfer Hub. This project is dedicated to promoting knowledge-sharing and
collaboration between different groups in order to develop new and effective waste
management strategies. By working with the Knowledge Transfer Hub, the students would
have access to valuable resources and expertise that could help them turn their ideas into reality.

Group Photo Session

Following the group photo session, Professor Rafizul expressed his sincere appreciation to all
participants for their valuable time and cooperation, thereby bringing the program to a
successful conclusion.
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