Inauguration Ceremony of Research Hub Building
The long-desired inauguration ceremony of the
Research Hub Building of the SCIP Plastics
Project was held on 09 November 2023, Thursday |
at 10:00 AM. Professor Dr. Mihir Ranjan Halder,
The Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, KUET, was present
at the ceremony as the Chief Guest. Prof. Dr.-Ing.
Eckhard Kraft, Project Leader, SCIP Plastics =&
Project and Chair of Bio-technology in Resource |
Management, BUW, Germany was present at the g
ceremony as Guest of Honor. Prof Dr. Sobahan
Mia, Pro-Vice Chancellor, KUET, Prof. Dr. Md. & =
Saiful Islam, Dean, Faculty of Civil Engineering, Invited Guests and others during the
KUET, Prof. Dr. Abu Zakir Morshed, Head, inauguration ceremony

Department of Civil Engineering, KUET, and

Gregor Biastoch, Project Coordinator & Secretary of Board of Directors (BoD), SCIP Plastics
Project were present as Special Guests. Moreover, two honorable German guests, Dipl.-Ing. Senta
Berner, Scientific Coordinator, and Heide Kerber, Scientific expert, of SCIP Plastics Projects were
also present in the ceremony. The ceremony was presided and Conducted by Prof. Dr. Rafizul
Islam, Project Director, SCIP Plastics Project & Professor, Department of Civil Engineering,
KUET. At the ceremony, different faculty Deans, different department Heads, Professors, KUET

the Research Hub Building.

Engineering Section Chief Engineer, Executive Engineers, and others, the employers of different
departments of KUET, and the contractors were related to the construction and other works of the
Research Hub Building, NGO members, students, SCIP team members, and Staffs were present in
the remarkable ceremony. At first, the invited guests gathered in front of the Research Hub
Building. A brief was given by, Engr. A.B.M Mamunur Rashid, Chief Engineer, KUET
Engineering Section, about the Research Hub Building. At the place, Professor Dr. Mihir Ranjan
Halder, and Prof Dr. Sobahan Mia gave a brief description of the background of the Research Hub
Building establishment and thanked all especially Prof. Dr. Rafizul Islam for finishing the huge
work in the shortest time and wished the success of the Research Hub Building in the future. They
also thanked all the people who sacrificed a lot for the dream of the Research Hub Building to
come true.



Then the Chief Guest and the Guest of Honor entered the Research Hub by cutting the ribbon with
all the guests and the other participants. After that, the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor inaugurated the
Research Hub Building with huge applause. Then a prayer was held by all to almighty to desire
success and prosperity of the building in the future.

After that, all the guests and participants observed different parts Research Hub Building and at
last reached the second floor, which is the Knowledge Transfer Hub, the main venue of the
ceremony. Firstly, a short documentary video was played by Sheikh Enjamamul Haque, Head of
the Awareness Centre (AWC), SCIP Plastics project about the project, including project
description, project aims, implementing partners, political partners, different working groups
activities, Waste lab, Awareness Centre, and their activities. After enjoying the documentary Prof.
Dr. Rafizul Islam took the seats with all the honorable guests.

Honorable Guests and Participants of the program

At first, the Chief Guest, Guest of Honor, and Special guests were warmly welcomed and honored
with jute-made flowers and tokens of appreciation by Sakera Banu, Executive Director, Green
Nari Kollyan Foundation with huge applause. Then Prof. Rafizul welcomed everyone and
expressed his heartfelt gratitude for attending the ceremony. In the speech, he described the
project's background, recent activities, and outcomes, and the significance of the Research Hub.
He also acknowledged the contribution with great honor of Prof. Dr. Muhammad Alamgir,
Member of the University Grants Commission, and Scientific Expert of the Project.

After that, Gregor Biastoch delivered his valuable Speech. He expressed his heartfelt appreciation
for the establishment of the Research HUB Building to the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Pro-Vice
Chancellor, KUET, Dean, Faculty of Civil Engineering, KUET, Head, Department of Civil
Engineering, Specially Prof Dr. Muhammad Alamgir, and Prof Dr. Rafizul Islam. He also thanked
Prof. Dr.-Ing. Eckhard Kraft. He said that SCIP Plastics Project has the power to make a difference,
to turn the tide against plastic pollution, and to protect the natural beauty of our region.

Then Prof. Rafizul requested Prof. Dr. Abu Zakir Morshed to deliver his valuable speech. He said
that it was a great day for the whole KUET community to gather for the inauguration of the Hub
building. He added that the remarkable venture marked a significant milestone against the crisis
of marine plastic pollution in the Bay of Bengal. He also said that he felt very much honored and



happy to attend the ceremony as the head of the Civil engineering department to establish a shelter
after sacrificing the valuable land. He extended his sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr. Muhammed
Alamgir, for his invaluable expertise and guidance which proved instrumental in bringing the
Research HUB building to fruition. He expressed his gratitude to the Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor of
KUET, Prof. Dr. Mihir Ranjan Halder, for his unwavering support and visionary leadership.
Additionally, he expressed his heartfelt gratitude to Prof. Dr. Rafizul Islam, for his tireless
dedication to overcoming the challenges and invaluable contributions. He especially thanked Prof.
Dr.-Ing. Eckhard Kraft and Gregor Biastoch, whose collective efforts had been pivotal to this
achievement.

Prof. Dr. Rafizul lsalm appreciated Prof. Dr. Abu Zakir Morshed for his speech and requested
Prof. Dr. Md. Saiful Islam, to deliver his valuable speech. At first, Prof. Saiful Islam expressed
his warm welcome to everyone attending the inauguration ceremony. He said that the SCIP Plastics
Project embodies a vision of long-term commitment and collaboration, aiming to establish a
Knowledge Transfer Hub on the illustrious campus of KUET. This hub will serve as space for
innovation and excellence, a nucleus where brilliant minds would gather to strategize, innovate,
and implement sustainable solutions for the reduction and prevention of marine plastic waste. He
wished all the success of this project.

Prof. Rafizul thanked Prof. Dr. Md. Saiful Islam for his valuable speech. Prof. Rafizul said that
the main objective of this project is to make leadership for sustainable development to reduce
plastic pollution by substitution of plastic and without this capacity building it would not be
possible. Then he requested Prof Dr. Sobahan Mia, Pro-Vice Chancellor to deliver his valuable
speech.

Prof Dr. Sobahan Mia said that the KUET authority was delighted to provide space for the
establishment of the Research Hub. It took more than one year to reach the milestone. He
remembered that the former Vice-Chancellor Prof Dr. Muhammad Alamgir worked on waste
management at KUET. He took steps to make the campus clean for the students. He asked the
Project Experts to involve the students of KUET in waste management training programs to
increase awareness among them. He also mentioned that the SCIP Plastics project launched
source-separated three-chamber dustbins and requested the Project Leader and the Project Director
to provide some of the bins at the KUET campus. He emphasized that the Knowledge Transfer
Hub should be open to all to share their research knowledge. Finally, he thanked the German team,
especially Prof. Dr.-Ing. Eckhard Kraft, and wished the success of the project. Prof. Dr. Rafizul
Isalm thanked Prof Dr. Sobahan Mia. Then he requested Prof. Dr.-Ing. Eckhard Kraft, Guest of
Honor, to deliver his speech.

Firstly Prof. Kraft said the day was a momentous day as everyone gathered to inaugurate the Hub
building, which was a remarkable milestone in the history of Khulna University of Engineering &
Technology (KUET). He added that the Hub building is not just a physical structure; it represents
a powerful vision and a commitment to addressing one of the most pressing environmental
challenges of our time. The SCIP Plastics Project has a truly great mission and vision for plastics
waste management and the Hub building on the campus of KUET would serve as a platform for
the land-based reduction and prevention of marine plastic waste in the Bay of Bengal. He conveyed
his deepest appreciation for the invaluable contribution of the Civil Engineering Department. For



the establishment of the Research HUB Building. He also expressed his heartfelt gratitude to Prof.
Dr. Rafizul Islam for his tireless efforts.

He then extended his sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr. Muhammed Alamgir for his invaluable
expertise and guidance in bringing the Research Hub Building to reality. He also extended his
thanks to Prof. Dr. Mihir Ranjan Halder for his steadfast support and visionary leadership that had
been instrumental in realizing this Research HUB Building. He added that Plastic pollution in our
oceans is an issue that affects us all, regardless of where we live. It transcends borders and
boundaries, and its consequences are devastating for marine life and the health of our planet. The
Bay of Bengal, which lies near KUET, is particularly vulnerable to the accumulation of marine
plastic waste, threatening the delicate ecosystem that sustains countless species and livelihoods.
The Hub building would serve as the heart of this initiative. It would be a place where researchers,
scientists, educators, and community leaders would come together to exchange ideas, collaborate
on research, and develop strategies to combat marine plastic pollution. This building symbolizes
SCIP Plastics Project’s dedication to creating a sustainable future for the planet.

In conclusion, he mentioned that the SCIP Plastics Project and the Hub building are not just about
KUET; they are about our shared responsibility to safeguard our environment. He hoped to work
together tirelessly to reduce and prevent plastic waste, leaving a legacy of sustainability for
generations to come. At last, he gave everyone “Dhonnobad” (thanks in Bengali) for this crucial
journey with determination and hope for the success of the Research Hub Building. Prof. Dr.
Rafizul Isalm thanked him and requested Professor Dr. Mihir Ranjan Halder to deliver his speech.

Prof. Mihir addressed the Research Hub Building as a significant milestone in the journey towards
a cleaner, more sustainable future for our planet. He added that the endeavor represents a profound
commitment to combat one of the gravest environmental challenges of our time: the proliferation
of marine plastic waste in the Bay of Bengal.

He expressed his sincere thanks to Prof. Dr. Rafizul Islam for his unwavering dedication and
visionary leadership that turned the concept of the Research HUB building into a tangible reality.
He also thanked Prof. Dr. Muhammad Harunur Rashid, Professor, Department of Civil
Engineering, KUET for his expertise, and hard work, which have played a pivotal role in achieving
the outstanding results. He also extended his appreciation to all other individuals who, in various
capacities, have contributed to the establishment of the Research HUB Building. In conclusion, he
hoped that the establishment of the Research Hub Building would be meaningful through the
insightful research done by the Research Team of the SCIP Plastics Project.

The ceremony ended with Prof. Mihir thanking everyone and wishing every success to all as well

as the Research Hub Building. In the end, Professor Rafizul thanked everyone for their presence
and success at the inauguration ceremony and announced the ending of the program.
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