Green Shift — Students' Action for shaping a Plastic-Free Future on campus

A workshop was held on 02 March 2024 at the Research Hub Building entitled “Green-Shift:
Students Action for Shaping a Plastic-Free Future for Campus”. The workshop was arranged by
SCIP Plastics Project’s Working Group Five, KCC Awareness

Centre team, and Knowledge Transfer Hub.
The focus of this workshop was to include
students of the campus as active participants
in implementing plastic substitution by jute

bags on campus. A total of thirty students as | it

participants were present in the session. -+

Professor Dr. Md. Rafizul Islam, Project

Director, SCIP Plastics project was present |

there to inaugurate the workshop; Philipp
Lorber, Scientific, and Financial
Coordinator; Michaela Rohrbach, Research
Scientist also joined as special guests. The
objective of this session was to explore
students’ perspectives on plastic waste and
jute bag use and discuss and develop a model
that can reduce single-use plastic bag

Welcome Speech by Prof. Dr. Md. Rafizul

consumption and promote jute bags on campus successfully. The session started with a welcoming
speech by Professor Md. Rafizul Islam where warmly welcomed all the students for attending the
workshop. At first, he introduced the project and addressed that SCIP is the first capacity-building
project in the country. Then he introduced Phillip Lorber, financial coordinator, of the SCIP
Plastics Project, and Michaela Rorhbach, an Expert from ISOE. Finally, Enjamamul Haque, Head
of KCC Awareness Centre finished the welcome session with a short speech encouraging the

students.

A brief presentation was presented by Md. Mahmudul Hasan, Coordinator, Knowledge Transfer
Hub addressed the whole description of the project. Following the event, Professor Rafizul Islam
took the initiative to distribute distinctive volunteer kits (T-shirts and badges) among the

enthusiastic students.

After that, members of Working Group V
presented their presentation slides to
showcase their activities till now. This was
presented to give a briefidea to the students
about the current activities of the model
implementation. They were shown the
feasibility analysis of jute products, and life
cycle assessment results in an
understandable way to confirm to them
how environment-friendly jute bags are if
used instead of plastic. After that, the till
now actions for model implementations
were described. They have showcased the
plastic waste flow on the KUET campus,
and the workshops already held as part of

T-shirt and Badge distribution among Students



the pilot model. The feedback and discussions from the other sessions were also mentioned to give
the students a better understanding. After the presentation, the students were asked if they had any
questions and some of them asked the necessary questions to understand the whole concept better.
Lastly, after lunch from 1.30 pm to 2.30 pm, the knowledge sharing session with the mean of world
café method was held. The focus of the knowledge-sharing session was to develop ideas to run a
jute bag promotion on campus instead of plastic and develop a monitoring/evaluation process to
understand the jute bag usage condition on campus. The participants were divided into three groups;
group A, group B, and group C. Group A was moderated by Enjamamul Haque, Head of KCC
Awareness Centre, and S M Nahin Rahaman, Communication Designer. Group B was moderated
by Ankon Singh, Secretary of KCC Awareness Centre; Mahmudul Hasan, Knowledge Transfer
Hub; and Tasnim Tarannum Zarin, Research Assistant Working Group V. And lastly group C was
moderated by Fahima Akter, Environmental Education Assistant/ Trainer; Nishat Tasnim Nisha,

Knowledge Exchange Session

Research Assistant Working Group V; and Nushrat Nureen, Research Assistant Working Group
V.This session was held in 2 parts containing 45 minutes and 55 minutes consecutively. The first
part addressed generating student engagement ideas where the students discussed their plan to
reach other students and the pros and cons of that plan to determine the most feasible ones. In the
second part, an evaluation/ monitoring model was developed to address, how the user data can be
collected, and how the user’s perspective about using jute bags can be known.

Following that, the program concludes by delivering a heartfelt message of gratitude from the
organizing team.
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